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Field Crops Newsletter

January 16, 2000

Special Edition on Variety Selection
In General:
During the last few days as I have visited with some of you I have found that the main topic of interest has been the
selection of varieties for this next growing season, so I decided to try and bring all the information I have together for you. I
must say that in no way do I presume to know everything there is about all the varieties that are available for the major row crops,
but I hope this may give you a few ideas.
Cotton:

Following a meeting at MSU last week, Dr. McCarty and I were discussing the selection of cotton varieties. He has
adopted a statement that goes something like this; “Plant 75 to 80 percent of your acreage in a variety you know and trust
personally; 15 to 20 percent in a variety that has been reported to do well in your area but that you may not have grown yourself;
and 5 percent or less in one which is unknown to you personally but has done well in the trials.” Following this very logical
statement growers often confront him with the statement that there is really NO variety they really trust anymore.
I suggested that we try to assemble yield data from the Southeast and attempt to rank varieties from as many locations
as possible as a way of establishing a profile for each variety. This might help you decide which varieties have been the most
dependable or the most “stable”. Back in the office, I gathered variety trial results from Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, and
Arkansas.
Each state has a different way of presenting their results, and in some instances they only discuss the varieties which
their specialists feel are the best. Because of this variation in the way of reporting results, a pure ranking is not really possible,
but I have been able to put together a list of varieties which have performed well over several locations. This is just my attempt
to simplify all this for you, but I encourage you to seek out as many other sources of information as you can.
My “Short List” of cotton varieties which have performed well in several locations is as follows:

Conventional

Phytogen 355
SureGrow 105
SureGrow 747*
SureGrow 125
Stoneville 474*
Deltapine 388
Phytogen 952
Deltapine 5409
Fibermax 832

Bt Only

Paymaster 1560BG*
Paymaster 1330BG
Deltapine 20B*
Deltapine 428B

RR Only

Deltapine 425RR
Deltapine 436RR*
SureGrow 125RR

Bt/RR Stacked

Paymaster 1218BGRR*
* Ernie’s “crop”
Suregrow 501BR
Deltapine 422B/RR
SureGrow 125BR
Deltapine 451B/RR
The only other category is BXN, and there is only one of these; Stoneville BXN 47, a very
good and consistent yielder, often found in the top five. The “racehorses” in the tests seem to be Paymaster’s
1218BGRR and Phytogen’s 355 conventional. A disappointment is that Paymaster 1220BGRR will not be
sold this year.

I admit this is a clumsy effort to simplify a very complex subject. There are several other varieties that have done very
well, and I know there are instances in which some of these I have listed have not performed well. In general, these varieties did
well at the Vaiden location, the only exception being Phytogen 355. Several were not included at Vaiden. I have included
Phytogen 355 in my list even though it was not exceptional in my tests because it has been an outstanding entry almost
everywhere else it has been tested. I am betting that my results at Vaiden were the exception rather than the rule. By now, most
of the supply for this variety has probably been booked anyway.
Corn:

Extension Corn Specialist, Dr. Erik Larson has prepared his own short list of corn varieties; it is as follows:

Dryland Fields
Pioneer 3223 – 116 day
Funks DG5510-A – 115 day
Pioneer 32K61 – 114 day
AgriPro HS9843 – 117 day
Terral TV2140 – 112 day
Pioneer 3163 – 119 day
Terral TR1157 – 115 day
Dekalb DK 687 – 118 day

Irrigated Fields
Pioneer 3223 – 116 day
Pioneer 3245 – 115 day
Pioneer 3163 – 119 day
Terra TR1087 – 108 day
Funks DG5510-A – 115 day
Terra TV1157 – 115 day
Funks DG5516 – 118 day
Terral TV2140 – 112 day

Soybeans:
Dr. Allen Blaine, Extension Soybean Specialist released his short list of soybean varieties last week. It is as follows:
Group 4 Conventional:
Deltapine 3478
Agripro 4880
Hornbeck 4891
Hornbeck 4890
Dixie 478
Northrup King S51-00

Pioneer 9511
Terral-Norris 4975
Elite FFR 495
Hartz 4994
Pioneer 9482

New Varieties:
Deltapine 4909
Delta King XTJ784—DK4711
Agripro 948823—AP 4882

Group 4 Roundup Ready:
Asgrow 4602
Asgrow 4702
Delta King 4762
SureGrow 468
Wilfarm 477

SureGrow 498
Pioneer 9492
Hartz 4994
DynaGro 3463

New Varieties:
Deltapine 4690
Agripro 4888
Northrup King S51-T1
Delta King XTJ 584 RR—DK 4868

Group 5 Conventional:
Terra RVS Robin 5
Hartz 5050
Hutcheson
Asgrow 5959
Delta King 5850
Hornbeck 5991
Deltapine 5354

Agripro 574
Pioneer 95B33
Delta King 5995
Pioneer 9594
Hornbeck 5990
Northrup King 59-60

New Varieties:
Deltapine 5655

Group 5 Roundup Ready:
Asgrow 5602
Pioneer 95B41
Hartz 5350
Deltapine 5806

Pioneer 95B53
Northrup King S59-V6
Delta King 5644
SureGrow 597

New Varieties:
Delta King XTJ 665RR-DK5661
Delta King XTJ 675RR-DK5762
Asgrow 5701
Wilfarm 590

Group 6 Conventional:
Hornbeck 6600
Asgrow 67961

Asgrow 6711
Northrup King 62-62

Pioneer 9631
Pioneer 9692

Group 6 Roundup Ready
Asgrow 6101
Pioneer 96B21

Asgrow 6201
Pioneer 96B01

Deltapine 6200

In Summary:
The subject of variety selection has become a real nightmare because there are so many varieties being offered for sale.
This is shown in the fact that the Mississippi Soybean Variety Trial publication is 121 pages in length this year. In 1972, there
were around a dozen cotton varieties planted in the Southeast; now there are about five times that number. Competition is a great
thing, but we simply cannot learn enough about all these varieties to take advantage of competition. Usually, by the time we get
familiar with a variety, it is gone and three another unknowns have taken its place. Many times, we are only gambling on a
variety rather than planting it because we know it well.
Whatever variety you buy, do everything you can to ensure the seed are good quality. Ask for every bit of information
available from the supplier, and if you have time retest them yourself. Examine them carefully when you open the bags, and if
they look questionable don’t plant them until you are satisfied of their quality. Keep up with the identification of seed lots
planted in each field. When you do your job as a professional, the rest of the industry is much more likely to do theirs.
I hope to see you soon, but call if we can be of help to you.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D.
Area Agent/Agriculture

